No
protein and of LD showed the most significant differences between the two groups of patients. Stepwise multiple linear discriminant analysis (applying the Wilks' lambda criterion) of several variables, corroborated by the "jackknife" reallocation procedure,
showed that the ascitic cholesterol and ascitic LD association correctly identified 100% of MA and NC-HC;
cytology had a diagnostic specificity of 100%, but identified only 48% of MA. This association may represent a primary tool for the discrimination of ascites of unknown origin, particularly in the presence of negative cytology findings. rule with a prior probability of 1:3.5, for MA and A/C-HC.
The cutoff value of the discriminant score (corresponding to a bayesian probability of 0.50) was 1.39 (see Fig. 3) 
